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   Mikhail Lomonosov is the father of the Russian 
sciences, an outstanding poet and the founder of 
Russian literature. 
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Mikhail Lomonosov was born in 
a small village near Arhangelsk  
in November  1711  in the family 
of “pomory”, coastal peasants in 
the White Sea region.    

His father was a prosperous  
fisherman. When Lomonosov was 10 
he began to work with him. The 
dangerous life of a fisherman taught 
him a lot. Among other things, 
Lomonosov became familiar with 
navigation, meteorology, astronomy 
and the culture of northern peoples. 
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He began to read 
himself when he was a 
little boy and spent 
every spare moment 
with his books. Being 
a son of a peasant he 
couldn’t be admitted 
to the local school,          
so he received a course 
in basic Russian 
grammar and 
arithmetic from a 
neighbor and a local 
deacon.  
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He wanted to study and when 
he was 19, despite his father's 
objections, he left home and 
went to Moscow on foot .  
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Claiming to be the son of a priest, 
Lomonosov entered the       
Slavic-Greek-Latin Academy       
in 1730.   For five years he lived                      
a hand-to-mouth existence        
on three kopecks a day.              
His younger classmates made fun 
of the twenty-year-old pupil who 
made  rapid  progress, in spite of 
the jeers and his poverty.  

6 



    In 1735 , with twelve of 
his classmates, 
Mikhail Lomonosov 
was chosen to continue 
his education                
at the Imperial 
Academy of Science              
in Saint Petersburg.  

 

     A year later he was sent  
to study chemistry, 
mathematics  and mining 
in Marburg, Germany. . 
Lomonosov worked hard 
and he became a great 
scientist.  He also began 
writing poetry. 
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After he had returned from  
abroad Lomonosov  was 
engaged in research in 
physics and chemistry.     
He was named the first 
Russian Professor of 
Chemistry at the 
Petersburg  Academy of 
Science in 1745.   

The first Russian chemical 
research laboratory was 
built at his request. 
Lomonosov was the first to 
discover the vegetable 
origin of coal. 
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    Lomonosov was the 
author  of the first 
scientific grammar of 
Russian language.         
He wrote a lot of odes, 
poems and some plays. 

He played a great role in the 
formation of the Russian 
literary language. Lomonosov 
was a brilliant   translator and 
knew about 20 languages, 11 of 
which he could speak fluently. 
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Lomonosov  built a factory 
producing  coloured glass near 
Petersburg.  He created about 40 
mosaics of small pieces of glass.  

The most famous of his 
mosaics are The portrait 
of Peter the first and The 
Poltava battle.  
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Lomonosov made a telescope of a new 
construction; he observed a lot of 
stars and planets with his telescope. 

He observed the orbit of Venus 
around the sun and discovered 
that its atmosphere consisted 
of dense gas. 
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    Lomonosov was a physicist, a 
painter and astronomer, a 
geographer, a historian and 
a states man. 

     Mikhail Lomonosov  died in 
1765 but people know and 
remember him. 
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     Lomonosov was the founder of the first Russian University. 
This University is named after Lomonosov and it is situated 
in Moscow. 
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… named after Lomonosov 

A supercomputer 

Two craters 

A china           factory 

A  town 

A village 

A ridge 

A tournament 

A few ships 

A coin 
Some universities 

and institutes 

A lot of streets 
and squares 
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An order 

A lot of schools 


