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Part 1 

Slide 1. Welcome to week 3 of Using Educational Technology in the English Language Classroom. Our 

topic this week is the use of technology for teaching grammar.  

Slide 2. In this Lecture. In this lecture, we’ll talk about the connection between 

technology and grammar. Then we’ll meet our grammar expert, Professor Bethany 

Gray. We’ll ask Professor Gray why grammar is so important for students, what 

teachers should know about grammar, and then what advice she would have for 

teachers.  

Slide 3. The Technology-Grammar Connection. There are important connections 

between technology and grammar. Technology provides access to many different 

ways for students to study grammar. Also, technology has changed the way that 

linguists study grammar; we talked about corpus linguistics 

in the first lesson. Teachers can find many resources to help 

teach grammar on the Internet.  We’ll take a quick look at 

two examples for grammar teaching: Everyday Grammar 

from Voice of America and Corpus of Contemporary 

American English that you’ve already been introduced to.  

Slide 4. This is an example of Everyday Grammar TV on the 

Voice of America website. It has a number of lessons on 

specific grammatical points; such as adverbs, prepositions 

(such as for, with and to), demonstratives and so on. Each 

one of these lessons has an explanation and lots of examples 

for students to see and work with.  

Slide 5. In this example in Everyday Grammar on the Voice of 

America website we see this explanation of reported speech. 

The speaker gives an example of what reported speech is  
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and the student can listen to the explanation of how reported speech is used and how it’s formed 

grammatically.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slide 6. Students 

and teachers can 

complement that 

explanation of 

reported speech by 

taking a look at 

how reported 

speech, using “said 

that”, is used in 

actual everyday 

English language. 

This is an example 

of what we find in 

the Corpus of 

Contemporary 

American English if 

we do a search for 

the phrase “said 

that”. There are lots 

of examples here to 

look at how this 

expression is used and so it gives students an idea of how reported speech works in everyday language.  
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Slide 7. Meet our Grammar Expert. But grammar is really a difficult topic, it’s very complex and 

somewhat mysterious how students actually acquire grammar so that they can actually use it. We’ll now 

turn to meeting our expert on grammar, Professor Bethany Gray. Professor Gray teaches and researches 

English grammar. Her research uses large samples of language to find out how people really use 

grammar when they speak and write. I asked Professor Gray how she became interested in grammar, 

and this is what she said: 

Slide 8.  Prof. Chapelle: How did you get interested in grammar? 

Prof. Gray: Well, I became interested in grammar and linguistics when I was in 

high school as a first year high school student, I started to learn Spanish. And I 

was really bad at it, I kept getting low scores on my tests and I couldn’t figure 

out why. And one day all of a sudden everything just clicked.  I realized why I 

should use a particular form of a verb instead of a different form. After that 

point I started to notice lots of patterns in the language that I was learning. It 

became sort of an obsession of mine to look for these patterns in Spanish.  

I continued and when I studied Spanish in high school, as a senior I got to 

choose my final project. My teacher said: find any kind of project related to the 

Spanish language.  I decided to write a grammar.  It was a really bad grammar. I 

didn’t know much grammar of Spanish at that point but it reinforced my interest in language structure 

and in explaining and presenting that structure formally. As I went on to college and begin studying 

linguistics I was fascinated by all those language problems where you have to decide on the structure of 

a language example and explain it.  

When I started to teach, and I stared to teach ESL grammar and ESL writing, I realized that it was 

something that I really enjoyed doing. As I went forward and actually started teaching grammar to 

native speakers and teaching them how to analyze their own language, I realized that it’s a really good 

topic to teach because every language user can connect to it. They all use grammar and now it’s just 

about making them interested in being able to explain the grammar that they use or why they use that 

grammar. So it’s a way for me to make explicit connections between what we do every day in our life 

with how we can describe that in terms of structure.  

Slide 9. Have you ever meet anyone that decided to “write a grammar?” Well, professor Gray did!  She 

said when she was studying Spanish, she decided to “write a grammar”. And this, she said, is what made 

her interested in the structure of language. What did Professor Gray mean when she said that she 

wanted to “write a grammar?” 

Slide 10. When Professor Gray said she wrote a grammar, she meant that she discovered the rules of 

the language and wrote them down. For example, in English you could start with examples like this: I 

bought a chocolate cake.  The clerk put it in a big box. We ate it at the birthday party. These are 

examples of sentences in English, and so how can we write a grammar that describes those sentences? 
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Slide 11. To write a grammar describing these sentences, you would look at their structure. You find 

some things that are the same in all the sentences. In our example sentences we identify 3 things that 

are similar the first one I put in red and that is that there is a person at the beginning of the sentence. “I” 

refers to the speaker in the first sentence. “Clerk” refers to the person in the store.  “We” refers to me 

and somebody else in the third.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second thing that I find in common is that each one has a verb. There’s a word that says we did 

something: “bought,” “put,” and “ate,” the verbs, are in blue. And the third thing that I found in 

common is that at the end of a sentence there is a complex of 3 words and those are a noun phrase. 

That contains a noun and an adjective and a determiner or an article, as we call it sometimes. So each 

one of the sentences has a person or subject at the beginning.  In the middle there’s a verb that 

indicates some action. Then at the end, there’s a noun phrase that has 3 parts: a noun, an adjective and 

an article or a determiner. 

Slide 12. To write the grammar then, we have to write a description of what the sentences have in 

common. And we can do it as I’ve shown here; with a PERSON, a VERB and a NOUN PHRASE. That 

description is for those 3 sentences and that description is what we would call the grammar. And 

obviously it’s a simple grammar and it doesn’t even account for all the words in all of those sentences 

but it’s a start. It’s a type of description and so it would count as a grammar.  

 

 

 

Slide 13. This gives us a better idea of what we mean by writing a grammar. When you write a grammar, 

you create rules that are based on specific examples. Figuring out grammar rules from examples is one 

way to learn a language. Figuring out grammar rules is also important for teaching language. So, in fact, 

writing grammars is something that both, we as English teachers and our students as English learners 

need to be able to do.  
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Slide 14. An Example from English Teaching Forum. Let’s take a look at 

another example. This one comes from an article in the English Teaching 

Forum and it shows how important it is for teachers to be able to write 

grammars, or in other words, analyze real examples of language in order 

to identify the grammar rules. 

Slide 15. Present Perfect Progressive. In that article the authors talk 

about their analysis of the English verb tense and aspect called the 

present perfect progressive.  I’ve got a couple of examples from their 

article. In their article they show lots of examples of sentences that they 

obtained from a corpus and here are just a couple of them: 

 

  I’ve been hearing a lot about the Internet collapse since 1977. 

Good afternoon, Dr. Smith. I’m Lucy and I’m 59. I’d like to share a 

positive thing that I have found in the last year or so. I’ve been 

hiking and find that this is a wonderful way to keep your weight 

down and meet some people and just really feel good. 

These sentences use the present perfect progressive which has the “I have.” “Have” is an auxiliary, the 

verb “be” as the following auxiliary and “ing” at the end of the verb. The second example comes from a 

radio talk show where the speaker says: Ok, so again in that second example, “I’ve been hiking,” is the 

use of the present perfect progressive.  In these examples and the ones they show in the article the 

question is when is this tense and aspect chosen by writers in the course of English?  

Slide 16. Figuring Out Grammar Rules. The authors explain why it’s so important for teacher to be able 

to figure out the grammar rules. They first point out that grammar books focus on describing the form of 

the grammar. For example, “I’ve been hearing” is have + been + the verb in “ing.” So that tells you how 

to construct that grammatical form but it doesn’t tell you when to use that grammatical form. Then the 

second issue is that many grammar books are based on intuition. A lot of the grammar rules that we find 

in those books are either wrong or they’re just incomplete. They don’t really provide detail to help 

somebody figure out the tense and aspect to use in their own language.  

Slide 17. The authors show how they figured out better rules than what they could find in any grammar 

books.   

Slide 18. They conducted their analysis by looking at real language in a corpus  

Slide 19. Grammar books can be wrong. By looking at real language use in a corpus they were able to 

find a good example that shows how grammar books can be wrong. The grammar books reported that 

stative or non-action verbs such as know, hear, mean, see, and want cannot occur with the present 

perfect progressive. So the word “hear,” according to the grammar books, is never used with the 

present perfect progressive. If you look at the real language in the corpus, as we saw on the previous  
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slide, we find that there are 648 instances of present perfect progressive in real language use with the 

verb “hear!” This type of discrepancy between the intuition-based grammar books and the language-

based analysis that comes from the corpus has been a very interesting and revealing development in the 

study of grammar in our field.  

 

Slide 20. Why Grammar is important. I asked Professor Gray to tell us why she things that grammar is so 

important for English learners to control. She said that grammar allows us to express complex ideas. 

Let’s listen. 

Slide 21. Prof. Chapelle: Why do you think it’s important to teach grammar to students?  

Prof. Gray: Well grammar is one part of language that allows us to convey 

complex ideas. When we have vocabulary items we can convey a single idea or 

a simple item. And we can covey a lot of with vocabulary items.  For sure we 

need to have a lot of vocabulary in order to use grammar effectively but 

grammar allows us to express ideas that are larger than a single concept or a 

single item that we want to convey. Grammar is about how we combine words 

into these larger meaningful units.  It is how we combine words into phrases.  It 

is how we combine phrases into clauses or sentences.  

When we do that, we can do things like talk about what happened yesterday or 

what will happen tomorrow. It is how we can indicate that we’re stating 

something instead of asking a question, or that we're making a request. So when we study grammar, 

we’re looking at how words relate to other words in our clauses and how it relays to the meaning that 

we want to convey. So we use grammar in order to communicate these complex ideas and we also use 

grammar to understand complex ideas. In an educational study in particular our goal is to learn. We 

can’t learn information that is conveyed to us unless we understand the ideas, the complex ideas, that 

are being represented in language either in writing or speaking.  

Slide 22. Professor Gray said that grammar lets us combine words to make phrases, phrases to make 

clauses, and clauses to make sentences. She pointed out that vocabulary provides the building blocks 

but those blocks get put together to say things by using the rules of grammar. We need to be able to 

build complex sentences to understand and learn complex things.  
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Slide 23. So words name things. We can say “cake” and we know we refer to that cake in the picture. 

There’s a “clerk” that refers to the clerk standing there. When we say “party” we might have an image 

like a birthday party that we see in the other picture. Each of these words mean something and so in 

that sense words have a very important role to play in conveying meaning.  

 

 

Slide 24. We need sentences to convey what’s going on. For example; “I bought a chocolate cake,” “The 

clerk put it in a big box,” and “We ate it at the birthday party.” That tells what’s happening in a way that 

naming things just can’t do. It takes grammar in order to put the words together in order to convey 

what’s happening, something that’s going on, and, as professor Gray pointed out, to convey anything 

that’s complex.  
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